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Forthcoming Events - 2009 ð 2010 
 

2nd  October 2009 Provincial Ball at the 

Grahame Thomas Pavilion - Orset Hall  

31st October 2009 - A night at the Races - 

All tickets now sold but you can still 

sponsor a race or horse.  

8th  November 2009  Annual Rememb rance 

Day Wreath laying ceremony at Chingford War 

Memorial  

18th  December 2009 The Annual Broken 

Column Luncheon - Chingford Masonic 

Hall 12.00 - 3.00 p.m.  

 

for more information on these 

forthcoming events please visit the 

website www.chingfordmasonichall.o rg.uk 

click on diary of events  
 

 

Chingford Chapter  No.850 Rose Croix host a 

Cluster Meeting at the Chingford Masonic Hall 

on Friday 26
th
 June 2009 

 

Under the expert organisational skills of Ill.Bro 

Michael Robinson, the Chingford Chapter Rose Croix 

Cluster meeting was a resounding success, with over 

60 brethren attending  representing Chapters within the 

Province of Essex to include St Paul Chapter No.295, 

Holy Mount Chapter No.399, Royal Forest Chapter 

No.693, St. Barnabus of Woodford Chapter No.774, 

Stanley Frohnsdorff Chapter No.1055 and Ambresbury 

Chapter No.632.  For the Chingford Chapter it was a 

very special occasion as on the Agenda was a 

ceremony of Perfection to admit W Bro John Helliar 

(APGM) into the order.    

The various ceremonies being conducted in an 

excellent manner by Ill.Bro Cliff Thoms, (Ambresbury 

Chapter), Ill. Bro Phil. Snell grove (St.Paul Chapter), 

E&P Bro Ian Crawford (Stanley Frohnsdorff Chapter) 

and E&P Bro David Pinkerton (Holy Mount Chapter). 

Due to other commitments in the Province, the 

Inspector General for South Essex District, V.Ill Bro 

Allan Kemp 33̄ was unable to attend the meeting, but 

such was the occasion of this particular Cluster 

Meeting, was able to be present at the Festive Board. 

V.Ill. Allan Kemp informed the brethren at the Festive 

Board that he was pleased to see John come into the 

Order, and that he had been asking him over a period 

of time to consider in becoming a member of this very 

important Order.     

V.Ill Allan also thanked Ill.Bro. Michael Robinson and 

his team for organising this Cluster meeting, and that it 

was wonderfully supported, especially with John 

Helliar coming into the Order today.    E&P John 

Helliar in reply to his toast thanked everyone for he 

warm welcome into the Order and such a lovely 

ceremony, which, he added filled in a lot of gaps in 

Freemasonry. 

 
 

Picture above Left to right: V.Ill Bro Allan Kemp 33°, E&P Bro John 

Helliar and E&P Bro Ted Page (Sovereign) 
 

There was a raffle which raised £300.00 which was 

handed in the obligatory ñbrown envelopeò to V.Ill. 

Allan Kemp, the proceeds to be donated to the building 

refurbishment fund at Duke Street.  

Everyone dined convivially on a five course meal 

consisting of Scottish Smoked Salmon, Hawaiian 

Cocktail, Breast of Chicken with Cream of Mushroom 

Sauce, Crème Brulee followed by Cheese and Biscuits 

and coffee. 

 
Picture above: E&P Bro John Helliar and E&P Bro Ted Page 

(Sovereign) - Article and Photographs by E&P Bro Allan de Luca 

 

Essex Masters Lodge No. 3256 - Banner 

Dedication at the Saxon Hall  

Wednesday 24
th

 June 2009 
Many Brethren who are members of the Essex Masters 

Lodge No.3256 attended a superb Banner Dedication 

ceremony at the Saxon Hall - Southend on Sea on 

Wednesday 24
th
 June 2009.    Under the guidance of 

the Officiating Officers, Provincial Director of 

Ceremonies, W Bro Nigel Catchpole and the Provincial 

Grand Chaplain W.Bro. The Reverend M D Howe, 

conducted a moving and memorable ceremony.   The 

Banner party consisting of many distinguished 

members of the Province escorted the Banner into the 

The Chingford Area Masonic Social Group Newsletter No.27 ς September 2009 

Editor ς W Bro Allan de Luca 
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Lodge and was then presented to the Worshipful 

Master, and at the appropriate time was unveiled and 

requested the Chaplain to Dedicate it.    

At the conclusion of the Banner Dedication ceremony 

there was the ñThe Patriarchal Benedictionò  with the 

words ñMay the God of our Fathers, the God of 

Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob, the 

Angel of the everlasting Covenant, who has redeemed 

us from evil, the Holy One who sanctifieth us, Bless, 

preserve and keep you evermoreò. 
With many thanks to W Bro Dennis Jane 

Chingford Lodge No.2859 for providing a copy of the Banner 

Dedication Ceremony proceedings 

 

W.Bro W.K.R. Roberts (Bill)  

Obit - 15
th

 July 2009 
 

 
 

It is with regret to announce the death of W.Bro. 

W.K.R. Roberts, known as ñBillò to all who knew him.   

W.Bro. Bill was a long serving Director on the Board 

of Directors of the Chingford Masonic Hall.   He died 

in Southend General Hospital on 15
th
 July 2009 after 

brief period of hospitalisation and having being 

diagnosed with cancer.   W.Bro. Bill was a prominent 

and Honorary member of the Waltham Abbey Lodge 

No.2750 into which he was Initiated on the 5
th
 June 

1963, and was the Lodge longest serving member.   

Bill was also a member of the Waltham Abbey 

Chapter.   His funeral was held at the Parndon Wood 

Crematorium, Harlow on Friday 24
th
 July 2009 - 

Although W.Bro. Bill stepped down as a Director on 

the 8
th
 of June 2009 he will be sadly missed, and during 

his directorship he made a very valuable contribution 

to the well running and maintenance of the Chingford 

Masonic Hall.  He was 80. 

 

Fiducial Chapter No.8753  

Convene their First Morning Meeting  

After a few difficult years of low membership the 

Fiducial Chapter No.8753 agreed to change their 

regular Convocations from evening meetings to the 

mornings.   The first of these morning meetings was 

held on Thursday 16
th
 July 2009, with a visit from 

E.Comp. Bernard Willis, Assistant to the Provincial 

Grand Principals, who presented an excellent talk on 

ñThe Importance of Ezra in the Royal Archò another 

distinguished visitor was E.Comp. Ken Elmes, PAPGP.   

The intention of the morning meeting is the hope of 

attracting new members.   Interest has been already 

been expressed by some prospective Joining members 

because of this change, and the Fiducial Chapter has 

also been fortunate to attract a Candidate to be 

ñExaltedò into this Supreme Degree, which will be 

their first since 2001, so changing their meeting time 

has certainly changed their fortunes.   If any 

Companion or Brother wishing to become a member of 

the Fiducial Chapter No.8753 please contact their 

Scribe E ï E.Comp. Allan de Luca.  email: 

allanjdeluca@aol.com ï he will be pleased to hear 

from you.  The Fiducial Chapter Convocations are held 

on the Third Thursday April (Installation) and Third 

Thursday July and fourth Thursday October. 

hhhhhhhhhh 

 

 

AN OLD MASONIC TOAST  
"To him that all things understood, 

To him that found the stone and wood, 

To him that hapless lost his blood 

In doing of his duty. 

To that blest age, and that blest morn 

Wherein those three great men were born, 

Our noble science to adorn 

With Wisdom, Strength and Beauty." 
 

 

 

Putting a face to a name. 

Picture above. W Bro Alec Hall ï Philbrick Lodge 

No.2255 who has made many valuable contributions of 

articles to the CAMSG Newsletter, for which I am 

extremely indebted ééAllan de Luca ï Editor. 

hhhhhhhhhh 

St.Chadôs Preceptory Birthday Celebration at 

the Chingford Masonic Hall 
 

On Saturday 4
th
 July 2009 St Chad`s Preceptory No271 

held its Installation Meeting at 10.30am at Chingford 

Masonic Hall. To the delight of all the knights R.E. 

Kt.George Cawood GCT.Past Provincial Prior, was 

able to attend the Meeting at very short notice to 

celebrate his 40years in the Order having joined St 

Chad`s on the 1st February 1969.  

mailto:allanjdeluca@aol.com
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It had been arranged for George to attend the previous 

meeting in February when a large number of guests 

were to attend, but it was snowed off three days before 

the meeting as he was unable to travel due to the severe 

weather conditions in Dorset.    

The Preceptor, E.Kt. Shane Clapham presented George 

with a Certificate and a figure of a knight together with 

a glass vase for 

Betty to mark this 

special occasion. 
Picture left: R.E.Kt. 

George Cawood, GCT 

Past Provincial Prior 

receiving his certificate 

from E.Kt. Shane 

Clapham (right) 

At the Festive 

Board afterwards 

George was toasted 

by all the Knights 

with Champagne 

and a special 40
th
 

Anniversary Cake 

was cut by George 

using the massive 

sword that once belonged to E.Kt Phillip Brown.  

A great time was had by all especially George who 

despite his health problems was able to make it a great 

day that he would always treasure, giving us all a 

rousing reply to his toast in true George fashion that we 

all know of old.     

I know that many other knights would have again 

attended this meeting had it been known George could 

make it, as the guest numbers from the previous date 

were in excess of 70. George asked me particularly to 

pass on his good wishes to everyone who couldnôt be 

there and for all the support shown to him, but 

circumstances made it impossible for him to know if he 

could travel until just a few days before the Regular 

Meeting.  
 

 
 

Picture above: left R.E. Kt.George Cawood 

and right: E.Kt. Shane Clapham cutting the 40th Anniversary cake 

Once again George many congratulations from St 

Chad`s and from all of the Knights of Essex on giving 

us all such a magnificent 40years of your drive and 

love of this Order which we know is so close to your 

heart bringing inspiration to us all. 
Article and Photographs by  

E.Kt.Mike Robinson P.Gt.W.of R. Registrar  

St Chad`s Preceptory No271  I.T.B.O.T.O. 

 

Newsletter No.25 ï Special Edition 
 

As most of you are aware, the last edition of the 

Newsletter was not published for general distribution, 

and it was decided, to mark the landmark of the 25
th
 

Edition to be used as a Fundraiser, which was well 

received by most of the brethren. They were sold at £2 

per copy, or £2.50 by post.   Copies of the Newsletter 

were sent to Grand Lodge and the PGM, Provincial 

Grand Lodge of Essex, along with copies being sent to 

brethren in the USA, Canada, Hong Kong, India, New 

Zealand and Australia to name but a few countries.  

The Grand Lodge Library and Museum responded 

immediately with a statement that they were pleased to 

receive a copy of our special edition newsletter.   The 

Librarian mentioned that it was unknown as to how 

many small groups are active within Freemasonry and 

that their contributions are a very valuable source of 

information within Freemasonry. The CAMSG 

Newsletter No.25 will be made available at the Library. 

Another email was received from a member in NZ who 

stated that a copy of the Newsletter had been sent to 

him, which he thoroughly enjoyed reading, and 

reminded him of the days he visited the Chingford 

Masonic Hall to attend Lodge meetings.   These are 

just a couple of the many communications that have 

been received in response to the special edition of the 

CAMSG Newsletter No.25. 
 

 

ñMett and Measureò 

Many of you will be interested in the Old Charges of 

Freemasonry and be familiar with the Grand Lodge 

No.1 Manuscript. If so you may have been puzzled by 

the phrase  ñ"And the fyfte is Geometry And that 

teacheth a man the mett & measure of earth and all 

other things,...."But what can it mean and what in 

particular is the meaning of the word ñmettò? 

In some other versions of the Old Charges, the phrase 

used is ómete and measureô suggesting that whoever 

wrote the No.1 MSS respelled in a local dialect or  

variant of the word ómeteô so that it would be read and 

understood by those who used the document. This is 

just another of many examples which, together with the 

additions and omissions made when the documents 

were copied, confirms the opinion that the Old Charges 

were copied as óworking documentsô to be used by 

Masons of some flavour, operative or non-operative, 

and not for antiquarian purposes. 

Indeed, since the bulk of the surviving copies of the 

Old Charges were made during a period after 1550 

when stone building work was scarce (apart from the 

rebuilding of London after the Great Fire) we should 

conclude that, after c1550, these Old Charges were 

required by and used by, the early non-operative 

Freemasons. It is interesting and informative that most 

early references to Freemasonry in the 17
th
 Century 

also include a reference to the Old Charges. 
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According to the Free Dictionary, the word ómeteô can 

mean óto measureô or ódistribute as by measureô but as 

a noun it also means óboundaryô. (It can also mean 

ómeatô or ósubstanceô). 

The solution to the puzzle may well beé"And the fyfte 

is Geometry, and that teacheth a man the mett 

[BOUNDARIES] & measure of earth and all other 

things, "or alternatively - Limits and dimensions. 

Makes sense donôt you think? 

Bro Alec Hall 

Notes:  
a) A transcript of the Grand Lodge No.1 MSS is available 

on the Philbrick2255.org.uk web site. 

b) See Bro. A.G. Markham  AQC Vol 103 pp 78 

      

2011 Festival 
Congratulations to the Following  

Lodges and Chapters 

Grand Patrons 

Warner Lodge No.2256 

Chingford Lodge No.2859 

Lodge of Progress & Unity No.6402 

Woodford Green Lodge No.6798 

Spero Lodge No.6825 

Venturer Lodge No.7897 

Goodwill Lodge No.7904 

Aeronautical Lodge No.9647 

Chingford Chapter No.2859 

Iceni Chapter No.6066 

Patrons 

Tilbury Lodge No.2006 

Old Parkonians Lodge No.4709 

Epping Oak Lodge No.7346 

Old Parkonians Lodge No4709 

High Beach Lodge No.7669 

Old Esthameians Lodge No.7693 

Vice Patrons 

Philbrick Lodge No.2255 

Waltham Abbey Lodge No.2750 

Hainault Lodge No.4367 

Temple Lodge No.5279 

Leyton grange Park Lodge No.5473 

Iceni Lodge No.6066 

Connaught Water Lodge No.6280 

Fair-Lop Oak Lodge No.6520 

Trueborn Lodge No.6554 

Forest View Lodge No.6588 

Leygrove Lodge No.7003 

Earlham Lodge No.7266 

Waltham Abbey Chapter No.2750 

St.Chad Chapter No.3115 

Forest View Chapter No.6588 

As at 31
st
 July 2009 

Source: W Bro Frank Mercer 

 

Advertisements 

 

 

Old Dundee Lodge No.18  
he Chigwell Lodge No.453 (originally 663), 

is the daughter Lodge of the Old Dundee 

Lodge No.18, and is the Senior Lodge that 

meets at the Chingford Masonic Hall, and from a 

document produced by Raymond E White in 1998, he 

gives us a authentic insight on how Masonry developed 

and endured in the East End of London during the 18
th
 

and 19
th
 Century.    According to Laneôs book of 

Masonic records the Dundee Lodge No.18 was 

constituted in 1722/23.    Although confusing, it was 

the custom in the early 18
th
 Century to reckon the legal 

year from 25
th
 March until 24

th
 March the following 

year.      All this was changed by an act of parliament 

during the reign of George III so that the day after 31
st
 

December 1751 became the first day of the New Year 

(i.e. 1
st
 January 1752) and the old form of reckoning 

ceased.   Old Dundee Lodge was constituted on 27
th
 

March, but is it possible, even likely, that they were 

formed before that date, when meeting at ñThe Shipò it 

was decided to seek some formal recognition and be 

properly constituted.      

The formal Constitution was performed by His Grace 

the Duke of Wharton who had been proclaimed Grand 

Master of the Premier Grand Lodge of England in 1723 

at the young age of 25.    Philip duke of Wharton was 

the son of the Marquis of Wharton whose family seat 

was at Wharton on the banks of the River Eden in 

Westmorland.    

T  
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He was in fact the first and last Duke of Wharton and 

in 1730, he renounced James and the Jacobite cause. 

In advanced stages of alcoholism, he and his wife 

moved to a Cistercian Monastery in Poblet, where he 

died June 1, 1731, aged 

32.   His widow returned 

to London, with the aid of 

James.   

Picture left: 

The Duke of Wharton 

When Whartonôs will was 

proved in court in 1736, 

she was able to live 

comfortably in society in 

London, and Whartonôs titles were made extinct after 

his death.    However, at that time no written records 

were issued in the form of certificates or warrants when 

Lodges were ñConstitutedò and the manner of 

constituting a Lodge, as practised by the Duke of 

Wharton, is recorded in Bernard Jonesô book, ñThe 

Freemasonsô Guide and Compendiumò.  

The issuing of Warrants for the Constitutions of 

Lodges occurred about 1753.   The Old Dundee Lodge 

has held its meetings in some twenty different venues 

since 1723.   ñThe Shipò in Bartholomew Lane had 

been in existence since 1648, and lies between 

Threadneedle Street and Throgmorton Street seemed to 

be the first venue of the Lodge.   Then they moved to 

ñThe Crownò in Bow Lane in 1725, and stayed for a 

short while before transferring to Moorgate, and its 

position was close to Cheapside, which made it easily 

accessible, but perhaps too noisy as Cheapside was 

cobbled in those days, and the sound of many wagons 

and the shouts of commerce may well have echoed 

down Bow Lane.   For two further years they met at 

ñThe Globe Tavernò, less than half a mile from Bow 

Lane and situated in Moorgate (where the old postern 

gate still existed until it was demolished in 1762)     

Since 1723 and while meeting at the ñThe Globe 

Tavernò the Lodge did not have a number and were 

referred to as ñThe Brethren meeting at......................ò  

followed by the name of the appropriate Tavern.     

After only two years they were again on the move to 

the ñThe Three Tunsò in Swithins (or Sweetings) 

Alley, close by the Royal Exchange near to the original 

meeting place of ñThe Shipò.It was while they met at 

the ñThree Tunsò that they received their first Lodge 

number, becoming Lodge No.12.   Rumours then 

circulated that the ñThree Tunsò was soon to close it 

doors, which it did in 1732 and once more the Lodge 

looked for an alternative venue, and moved westward 

outside the City to ñThe Castle Tavernò in Drury Lane.  

Why they decided to move to Drury lane is unknown, 

as it was a notoriously rowdy locality.  ñWell known 

for scenes of drunkenness and brawlsò.    Hogarths 

engraving ñThe Harlotôs Progressò is set in Drury 

Lane.    ñO May the virtue guard thee through the roads 

of Druryôs mazy courts and dark abodesò ï John Gay 

(1685-1732) from the poem ñTrivia: Or the Art of 

Walking the Streets of Londonò (1716).   

However, the ñCastle Tavernò ceased to exist in 1738 

and the Lodge made an historic decision to move back 

eastwards to a site beside the River Thames at 

Wapping, where in 1739, they met at ñThe Crownò at 

New Crane.   With the growth of commerce in the Pool 

of London and the hive of activity caused by the influx 

of seamen and the growing prosperity among 

tradesmen who served the vast collection of ships. 

Daniel Defoe observed about ñtwo thousand sail of all 

sorts, not reckoning barges, lighters, pleasure boats and 

yachtsò.    

 
Picture above 

From HogartsA Harlets Progress 1733 

Moll Hackabout has arrived at the Bell Inn in Cheapside, 
fresh from the countryside, seeking employment as a 

seamstress or domestic servant. She stands, innocent and 

modestly attired, in front of Mother Needham, the brothel 

keeper, who is examining her youth and beauty.. 

There were three wet docks for laying up ships, some 

twenty two dry docks for repair work and no less than 

thirty three shipyards for building merchantmen.    

A few warehouses were alongside the river bank, 

mainly for storing tobacco in bond.    It was without a 

doubt that the 18
th
 Century docking facilities were 

inadequate and congested, and pilfering was rife. Old 

Dundee Lodge was not alone in moving to Wapping, 

for during the 18
th
 & 19

th
 Century some twenty two 

Lodges had their meeting places in Wapping.     

New Crane was situated about midway between 

Pelican Stairs and King Edward Stairs and adjacent to 

the intriguingly named Frying Pan Stairs.   There had 

been a ñCrown Innò at Wapping since 1690 (then spelt 

ñCrouneò) and it was here that the Dundee Lodge 

stayed for some seventeen years, when once again 

Dundee Lodge were obliged to  move as ñThe Crownò 

was closed in 1746.      

Although while at ñThe Crownò the Lodge became 

number 11 and continued with this number after 

moving to the ñDundee Armsò by Wapping New Stairs 

(about 600 yards to the west of ñThe Crownò and 

situated in Wapping High Street).    
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Apparently there was more than one tavern named the 

ñDundee Armsò east of the Tower of London, with one 

certainly in Nighingale Lane, Wapping from 1795 and 

also one in Bethnal Green.   The use of the name of 

ñDundee Armsò appears to have been because of the 

association with the City of Dundee and Wapping and 

the whalers that sailed from Dundee, down the east 

coast to Wapping, possibly for re-victualling (stock 

with fresh provisions), on their way to the whaling 

grounds in the South Pacific and Nova Scotia.    

It is also known that the landlord of the ñDundee 

Armsò displayed a sign showing the Arms of the Burgh 

of Dundee and around 1755 the Lodge adopted these 

arms for their own armorial bearing.    The show two 

dragons supporting a pot of lilies under which is the 

Latin ñDei Donumò (The Gift of God) ï Certificates 

issued to former members carried these arms printed 

from an etched copper plate.  The Lodge paid a 

quarterly tax amounting to £1.1s.0d (One Guinea) per 

annum for the use of these Arms.   

 
Picture above 

The Arms of Dundee 

After the Union of the ñAntientò and ñModernò Grand 

Lodges came into existence in 1813, Old Dundee 

Lodge was obliged to change its ways and the use of 

the Arms of Dundee were discontinued, and from that 

time the Arms are shown at the head of their 

summonses.    These Arms 

are of historic origin and are 

adopted from those granted 

to The London Company of 

Freemasons in 1472 by 

Edward IV.  Originally 

Three Castles were shown 

but in 1677 four Castles were 

seen on an engraving at that 

time.    The original motto 

ñGod is our Guideò was 

altered in 1677 and became ñIn the Lord is All our 

Trustò.     An engraved plate of around 1750 shows a 

pictorial scene used on a Summons of the Dundee 

Arms Lodge No.9 and illustrates three columns, the 

one on the right bears the ñpot of liliesò of the Burgh of 

Dundee and the column on the left carries the Arms 

similar to those used on the Lodge present summons, 

but only showing three Castles.   The closure of ñThe 

Crownò coincided with the opening of the ñDundee 

Armsò in the following year (1747), but came to an 

early closure, and in 1763 the ñDundee Armsò at 

Wapping New Stairs ceased to exists.    The Lodge had 

been meeting fortnightly and needed to establish the 

Lodge somewhere in the vicinity as its membership 

was expanding, largely due to the growth of the 

shipping trade.    The Lodge acquired the freehold of a 

warehouse at 20 Red Lyon Street, Wapping in 1763 

and set about converting the building for use as Lodge 

premises.   Money was needed to purchase the freehold 

and to furnish the Lodge and members subscribed sums 

of between 2 guineas to 10 guineas with a promise of 

5% interest on their loans.      

The Lodge obviously had the Hope and Faith in its 

future in Wapping for its membership had grown from 

twenty two in 1723 and thirty in 1725 to show a steady 

increase until, in 1810 there were no less than 109  

members and 267 ñusing the seaò, of whom some were 

Dutch, German, Swedish or Spanish.     During these 

57 years in Red Lion Street the Lodge received the 

number 9, but in 1813, following the Union of the 

ñAntientsò, and the ñModernsò under a United Grand 

Lodge of England it became necessary to re-number all 

Lodges and Old Dundee seems to have drawn ñthe 

short strawò and so had to accept the number 18.   The 

previous number of ñ9ò went to the Albion Lodge.    

The first recorded Master of the Lodge was Dr Stephen 

Hall, which he presided over from 1722-1725 and 

possibly later.      

From an extract from the Roll of the Royal College of 

Physicians states that ñhe was a son of Henry Hall a 

Citizen and Merchant Taylor of Londonò and goes on 

to say ñStephen Hall MD practised for some years as a 

Surgeon in London and was in 1708 admitted an Extra-

Licentiate of the college of Physicians being 

subsequently appointed Physician 

to Greenwich Hospital.       

Dr Stephen Hall died in October 

1731 at the age of 56 years and is 

buried in the Family Vault at the 

Parish Church of West Ham. 
Picture left ï All Saints ï West Ham 

Parish Church ï photograph by Allan de 

Luca © 2009 

It is unbelievable that a 

magnificent church is situated in 

such beautiful and picturesque 

surroundings adjacent to a main road and bus route to 

Stratford in East London, in fact in Church Street, with 

two public houses being nearby, namely the 

Greyhound in Plaistow High Street and the Kings Head 

in Church Road, right opposite the church, in which the 

Parish Church of West Ham is situated.   
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All Saints Church was founded in Saxon times, and 

was rebuilt c.1138.   Original stonework from the 13
th
 

century in the north aisle still survives.   In the early 

years of the Reformation most of the church plate was 

confiscated by the Sovereign, but ñAll Saintôsò sold 

theirs just in time and built the chancelôs north aisle 

and chapel of Tudor Brick with the proceeds (see 

picture above, the Tudor Brick can be see clearly seen).     

The mausoleum or vault which the Hall family remains 

had been interred has been dismantled due to its 

unsightly condition, and will be reconstructed at some 

future time.   However, from the records of the West 

Ham Parish Church, we are able to ascertain the family 

details as follows:- 
 

Here Lyes the Body  

of Mᾭ HENRY HALL 

Citizen and Merchant Taylor 

Of London who Died 

The 31
st
 of March 1730 

Aged 89 years 

Also the Body 

Of STEPHEN HALL Esqᾭ, 

MD Son of the Above 

Mᾭ. HENRY HALL, he Died 

Octᾭ the 29
th
 1731 Ætatis Suæ 

56 

 

Other Family members who are also buried in the 

family vault include Dame Sarah Hall aged 46, died 5
th
 

December 1742 wife of Sir Philip Hall of Upton, 

Sheriff of Essex.  He was made a Knights Batchelor on 

22 March 1726, and he was interred in 1745 aged 68.  

There is reference to the son of Sir Phillip Hall who is 

also interred in the vault, who died an infant.   

Members of the Medical Profession have been Masters 

of Old Dundee Lodge, and of considerable significance 

is George Robert Rowe MD.    Dr Rowe was a surgeon 

at Chigwell and a member of The Royal Naval Lodge 

No.70 (now No.59) which also met in Wapping, having 

their own Private Room, also in Red Lion Street.   He 

was introduced to Old Dundee Lodge in 1835 and 

quickly became aware of their dire financial plight as 

well as falling numbers (in 1834 it had dwindled to 5 

members).    Dr Rowe, together with ten other 

members of the Royal Naval Lodge, all resigned 

voluntary to join Old Dundee in 1833.   His prompt 

action together with his apparent energy and industry 

speedily restored the fortunes of Old Dundee Lodge 

and without its intervention it seems extremely 

doubtful if the Lodge would have survived.   Dr Rowe 

took Mastership of the Old Dundee Lodge in 1836.    

Significantly during Dr Roweôs year as Master of old 

Dundee Lodge, the Chigwell Lodge No.453 came into 

existence, originally intended as a Summer Lodge for 

Old Dundee, and there we have the connection of the 

Old Dundee Lodge to the Chigwell Lodge No.    
George Robert Rowe (1792-1861), physician and 

medical writer, lived and practised in Chigwell village 

from about 1823 and was buried in the churchyard.  

Wapping in the 1720ôs consisted of houses by the river, 

but old maps show open countryside and gardens to the 

north.   In 1739 the Thames served as ñthe High Streetò 

of London.    London Bridge still had houses upon it 

which were not demolished until 1758 to 1762.  It was 

at that time the only bridge across the river.     

The next bridge to be constructed was that at 

Westminster, which was opened in 1750.    In the 

various accounts of the Dundee Lodge, they show 

incidences when they paid for ñSea-coalsò to burn in 

the open fireplaces and an old print of the area shows 

the considerable amount of black smoke ascending 

from the numerous chimneys in Wapping, and it cost 

1s 6d to have a chimney swept in 1784.    

Dress in those days may well have included tunics and 

knee breeches, and possibly a Ramillies wig, plaited 

down the back and finishing with a bow and 

surmounted by a tricorn hat.    Buckled shoes and hose 

were usual and some would have sported an ornate 

waistcoat and a cravat.    Wapping High Street was 

wider than most streets but only allowed for the width 

of one four wheeled wagon or carriage with few places 

to pass.  The street was well cobbled with ñKennelsò 

cut to take rainwater as well as the unpleasant and evil 

smelling rubbish deposited there.     Sedan chairs were 

introduced in 1711 and from 1720 Map Makers 

incorporated tables of fares for sedan chairs and 

hackney coaches.    It seemed easier to use the Thames 

for transport and the cry of ñOARSò could be heard as 

would be passengers hailed a waterman.   There is an 

amusing cartoon by Thomas Rowlandson showing 

Wapping Old Stairs in 1812 and watermen crying their 

calls of ñOarsò or ñScullsò and assailing a passenger as 

they jostled for their 

custom.   Picture left: 

Thomas Rowlandsons 

ñOars and Scullsò 1812   

A woman being accosted 

by competing watermen 

at Wapping Stairs 

In 1750 there were no 

less than 36 Taverns 

recorded as being in 

Wapping ï can you 

imagine a pub crawl in 

those days.    

The Old Dundee Lodge No.18 ï Furniture of the The 
Old Dundee Lodge are still in possession of some 

ancient artefacts.    Three mahogany ñHiramsò 

purchased in 1739 for 20 shillings, but the oldest item 

still in use is their Bible, presented to the Lodge in 

1746 by Joseph Smith, a carpenter, it still contains the 
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special prayer for ñthe happy deliverance of King 

James I on 5
th
 November 1605ò, and a prayer 

commemorating ñthe Martyrdom of the Blessed King 

Charles Iò, as sanctioned by George Rex 1728.   It was 

printed in Oxford by Thomas Baskett, Printer to the 

University.   The Bible was rebound in 1842 and again 

in the 20
th
 century.    The book deserves careful 

custody and reverence not least because of the many 

hundreds of vows of fidelity that have been made on its 

pages for over 250 years.   Their most impressive 

possession is the Sword of State, which they have 

owned since approximately 1761 (possibly earlier).   It 

was used as the Tylers Sword from 1821 ï 1919.   It 

bears the inscription on the blade near the hilt ñDundee 

Arms Lodge, Wapping No.9ò.   The Lodge has 

possessed several China Punch Bowls, the first given in 

1754, another donated in 1788.   In 1802 a Brother 

John Campbell sent the Lodge no less that eleven china 

bowls from India.   The bowls were used for making 

punch, sometimes called Rumbo or Bumbo as well as 

Negus, the latter being made from claret, sugar, nutmeg 

and cinnamon and served hot.   Whilst Rumbo (as its 

name implies) is Rum based and flavoured with 

oranges and lemons, nutmeg and sugar, and also served 

hot,  no doubt ideal for keeping out the cold night air 

down by the Thames, it was also very popular with 

seafarers. 

 
The Inscriptions read as follows :- 

Presented to the ñOld Dundee Lodge No.18ò 

          Top            W.M. Chair - by Brother Burt 1860 

          Centre       S.W.  Chair - by Brother Freeman 1861 

          Bottom      J.W.  Chair -  by Brother Taylor 1962 

There are three mahogany chairs in use by the 

Worshipful Master and the Senior and Junior Wardens.    

These were donated by Past Masters of Old Dundee in 

1860, 61 and 62 and acted as replacements for the 

original and apparently splendid Chairs purchased in 

1741 and were sold to unknown buyer in 1821.   These 

chairs were adorned with carved gilt emblems of 

Masonry, the whereabouts of them is unknown but it is 

hoped that they still exist and are still being put to good 

Masonic use.    The replacement chairs are now under 

the care of Mark Masons Hall, and can be seen in the 

Johann Gutenberg Temple on the lower ground floor. 

 
 

The three chairs of the Old Dundee Lodge No.18 in Situ in the 

Johann Gutenberg Temple at Mark Masons Hall. 
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High Beach Lodge No.7669 celebrate their 50
th

 

Anniversary at their meeting on Friday 23
rd

 

October 2009 at the Chingford Masonic Hall 

It was certainly a special celebratory event at the 

Chingford Masonic Hall, with members of High Beach 

Lodge and numerous visitors attending the 50
th
 

Anniversary meeting of the Lodge to include VW Bro 

Sidney Tuck and W Bro Bill Gunary PPAGM 

Honorary members of the Lodge, and many other 

distinguished brethren. Over 80 brethren were seated in 

the Main Temple for the meeting. On this occasion, the 

Lodge was opened by W Bro Terry Raynor, who has 

the esteem of being the first member listed on the 

Lodge summons.   During the Lodge proceedings the 

Secretary, W Bro David Hook, read an extract of the 

Minutes of the High Beach Consecration Meeting held 

on Tuesday, 3
rd
 November 1959.   The Lodge business 

of the day was the Installation of their 51st Master, Bro 

Melvin March.  The ceremony was conducted by the 

Worshipful Master, W Bro Dennis Jane, in an excellent 

manner.  A special presentation was made to W Bro 

Dennis Jane for his services as the 50
th
 Master of the 

Lodge of a beautiful cut glass decanter and glasses,    

At the Festive Board all the guests received a special 

memento of a tie clip, with 

the Lodge Logo.  There 

was also a special 

commemorative edition 

booklet of the Lodge 

History ñFifty Years of History of the High Beach 

Lodge No.7669ò for all the visitors, and had been 

handsomely produced to include photographs of some 

historic (and up to date) pictures which have a 

significance to High Beach Lodge.  It certainly was an 

occasion to remember, especially in the annals of 

History for the members and visitors of High Beach 

Lodge No.7669.    Article and picture by W Bro Allan de Luca 


