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Forthcoming Even ts  

Friday  30th  April 2010 ð St. Georgeõs Night ð a bow 

tie and formal dress evening  with first class 

entertainment ð cost of tickets to be advised.  

October 2010 - Provincial Ball at the Grahame 

Thomas Pavilion - Orset Hall ð t.b.a.  

Saturday 30th  October 2010 - A night at the Races 

ð Monies raised from this will go to the Annual 

Broken Column Christmas Luncheon  

Sunday 7 th  November 2010  - The annual 

wreath laying ceremony of  Remembrance Day  at  

the Chingford War Memorial  

Friday 17th  December 2010 Annual Broken 

Column Luncheon - Chingford Masonic Hall 12.00 

- 3.00 p.m. 
for more information on these forthcoming events please 

visit the website www.chingfordmasonichall.org.uk click 

on diary of events  

 

Chingford Lodge No 2859 Dedicate their New 
Banner at the Chingford Masonic Hall on 

Wednesday 28th October 2009 

It was certainly a grand and auspicious occasion at the 

dedication of the Chingford Lodge No.2859 Banner in the 

presence of W Bro Alan Clark APGM. 

 

 
 

Picture above: The members of the Chingford Lodge at 

their Banner Dedication Ceremony 
 

With the dispensation read the Banner Party were called to 

order to take their respective positions and were assembled 

to collect the covered banner.  

The Dedicating Chaplain W.Bro The Reverend M.D. 

Howse, offered the Prayer of Dedication after which the 

Worshipful Master received the Banner from the Bearer, 

placed it in its stand followed by the singing of the ñHymn 

of Praiseò. The Patriarchal Dedication was given by the 

Provincial Grand Chaplain, and the Lodge the resumed 

their Lodge Business. During the proceedings the Brethren 

were treated to a ñBrief History of Chingfordò complied 

by W Bro Bill Bangs, covering the local history since the 

Domesday survey of 1086 to the present day.  

W Bro Bill informed the Brethren assembled of a brief 

history of the Chingford Lodge No.2859 which was 

granted a Warrant on 24th May 1901, and was sponsored 

by the Waltham Abbey Lodge No.2750. The Chingford 

Lodge was Consecrated on Tuesday 3rd December 1901 at 

the Royal Forest Hotel, Chingford.  
 

 
 

Picture above:  the Chingford Lodge No.2859 banner 

Photograph by W Bro Allan de Luca © 2009 

 

Chingford Lodge has over the years sponsored Danehurst 

Lodge No.4541 in 1923, Temple Lodge No.5279 in 1931, 

Seven Pillars Lodge No.5760 in 1939 (now extinct), Old 

Church Lodge 7070 in 1951 and High Beach Lodge 

No.7669 in 1958.   Chingford Lodge also sponsored 

Chingford Chapter 2859, which was Consecrated in 1950.  

On this special occasion W Bro Dennis Jane PPGStwd, the 

Lodge Charity Steward rose to present a cheque amounting 

to £4,700.00 to W Bro Alan Clark APGM, which will 

elevate the Chingford Lodge No.2859 to Double Grand 

Patron status of the Essex Festival 2011.  

In return W Bro Alan Clark presented the Worshipful 

Master, W Bro Bill Bangs a framed certificate of a Double 

Grand Patron of the Essex Festival 2011.  

All the members of the Chingford Lodge No.2859 and 

their visitors retired to the Main Banqueting Hall for their 

Festive Board, bringing to a completion of a very 

important day in the history of the Chingford Lodge 

No.2859.  

During the toasts a record of thanks was accorded to W 

Bro Alan Clark APGM, W Bro Paul Reeves, The 

ProvDepGDC (for his patience and humour) and to the 

Provincial Grand Chaplain W Bro. The Reverend M.D. 

Howse, for his spiritual guidance and contribution to the 

Lodge History. 

 

The Chingford Area Masonic Social Group 
Newsletter No.28 ς January 2010 

Editor ς Allan de Luca 
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Picture above from left to right 

W Bro Alan Clark APGM, W Bro Bill Bangs ï W.M. 

Chingford Lodge and W Bro Dennis Jane Lodge Charity 

Representative presenting a cheque for £4,700 for the 

Essex Festival 2011 

Article by W Bro Dennis Jane ï Chingford Lodge No.2859 

Photographs ï Courtesy of W Bro David Hook and W Bro 

Brian James of the Chingford Lodge 

Halloween Celebrations on the 31st October 

2009 with a ñnight at the racesò at the 

Chingford Masonic Hall organised by the 

CAMSG 

 

 
 

A Halloween Race Night in aid of much needed funds for 

the annual ñBroken Column Christmas Luncheonò, better 

known as the Annual Luncheon for the wives of departed 

Brethren, was again another successful night with over 

eighty plus members and their families and friends 

attending to enjoy a flutter on the horses, raising over 

£1500.00 for the Christmas Luncheon.  

With ten races, all being sponsored by Lodges, Chapters 

and Other orders, and many members and families naming 

a horse proved to be an exciting night where the 

enthusiasm of those backing horses urging them first past 

the winning post probably could have been heard up and 

down Chingfordôs Station Road. The owner of each 

winning horse for each of the ten races received a prize of 

bottle of alcohol. There was a fantastic array of raffle 

prizes, all of which were donated.  

The final race, which was auctioned, raised £250.00, with 

the winning horse being selected by W Bro Brian Sculfer 

(known as ñGripperò) of High Beach Lodge No.7669. 

With the organisational skills of W Bro Dave Clarke, W 

Bro Bob Urch aided by members of the CAMSG it 

certainly was a successful and enjoyable evening.  

At half time, while the horses were resting in their 

paddocks, the punters tucked into a bangers and mash and 

baked beans meal served by Halls Catering to their usual 

appetizing high standard. The theme of the evening was 

the celebration of Halloween with plenty of decorations in 

the hall creating an exciting and enjoyable atmosphere. 

W.Bro Bill Gunary PAGPM ï Life President of the CAMSG 

and his good Lady Shirley were also in attendance and 

thoroughly enjoyed the enthusiasm of everyone for the 

Race Night, with Bill and Shirley enjoying a flutter.  

Article by W Bro Allan de Luca 
      

The 1946 Vic to ry  

Stam ps Geo rge VI  

 

 
Stamp Collecting is a hobby and Philately to give its 

correct description is the study of the technical aspects of 

stamp production and stamp identification, however, 

whether you are just a collector of stamps or a philatelist 

one of the most interesting stamps is the one issued in 

1946 by King George VI, known as the 1946 Victory 

Stamp. I purchased a copy of each of these stamps when I 

went on a tour of Grand Lodge some years ago.  

Officially this stamp was not issued for Masonic purposes 

but was issued to commemorate the return to peace at the 

close of World War II, and although there are Masonic 

Symbols on the stamp, there is no mention of 

Freemasonry.    The 3d denomination of the ñSpecial 

Issueò illustrated above, displays several Masonic symbols 

with unmistakeable prominence. His Majesty the King 
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chose the design himself from several submitted to him for 

the commemorative Victory Issue. 
 

 
These two stamps were the first 'symbolic' stamps to be 

issued with 'modern' designs, and caused some controversy 

at the time.   H.L. Palmer designed the 2½d stamp using 

the olive branch and symbols of reconciliation. 

The 2½d with shades of ultra-marine, has the Kingôs 

profile head and crown centred inside a radiating Victory 

óVô.   Below the head is an olive branch, (peace).   Floral 

emblems for the UK are placed in a square on the left, and 

opposite is a square with the value.    The words ñPostageò 

and ñRevenueò are centred horizontally.   Outline symbols 

of reconstruction are placed in the four corners ï a tractor 

(agriculture), a house (building), a ship (trade), and a 

factory (industry).    

H.L. Palmer was a designer and engraver who worked for 

Harrison and Sons, the Stamp Printers.   The Company 

origins can be traced back to Richard Harrison who, in 

1557, was recorded as a freeman of ñthe mystery and art of 

printingò.    

The present company was founded by James Harrison in 

London in 1750 and, until 1997, traded under the name of 

Harrison 

Reynolds Stone designed the 3d Stamp with the same 

ideas, but with the dove and different symbols.   Alan 

Reynolds Stone (1900 -1979) was a noted English 

engraver, designer, 

typographer and 

painter of the 20
th
  

century. 
Picture Left: 

Alan Reynolds Stone 

Much of his work 

was done in the 

field of printing 

and publishing, as 

a designer of 

typefaces and book jackets.    In 1949 he redesigned the 

famous clock logo of The Times.   In 1951 he was invited 

to carve the Second World War Memorial in the Grand 

Entrance of the Victoria and Albert Museum. 

In 1965 he carved the memorial to Sir Winston Churchill 

in Westminster Abbey.    One of his later works was the 

gravestone of composer Benjamin Britten.    Painter, 

engraver and letter cutter, Reynolds Stone has designed the 

Queenôs head on stamps and five and ten pound notes for 

the Bank of England.  He engraved the Royal Arms for 

Queen Elizabeth IIôs coronation in 1953 and the official 

coat of arms for Her Majestyôs Stationery Office in 1955 ï 

and can still be seen today on the British Passport. 

His design work 

included corporate 

clients such as 

Shell, book 

publishers Oxford 

University Press 

and Penguin, and 

even the design of 

a new font called 

Minerva.      

 

The stamps were named as ñSymbols of Peace and 

Reconstructionò and were issued on 11
th
 June 1946.   The 

dominating feature of the 3d stamp is the face of King 

George VI surmounted by a crown.   Significantly, if the 

stamp is properly orientated, as a map with north to the 

top, the King is in the east.    In the centre flies a dove 

carrying the olive branch from time immemorial the 

symbol of peace.    

It is a familiar emblem, being found on the wands and 

collars of the Deacons.   Brotherly love amongst men is 

symbolized by the combination of the square and 

compasses.   The compasses are set at an angle of 45º, one 

point above and the other below the square, the position of 

the Fellowcraft.   It should be noted that the older form of 

the square is portrayed and this type is seen particularly in 

connection with the Masters Jewel and also that of a Past 

Master.   The two arms are of unequal length and represent 

the Greek Letter ñGò ɬ ñGammaò(upper case), denoting 

ñGod, the Grand Geometrician of the Universeò.    The 

presence of a trowel and portion of a brick wall are not 

without significance, both in the operative and the 

speculative sense.      It was reported in The Freemasonôs 

Chronicle that ñIt is singularly appropriate that the 

message thus conveyed by these emblems should be found, 

one may be almost permitted to surmise with purpose 

aforethought on the part of our M.W. Brother, the King, 

Past Grand Master, on the 3d issue of the new stamps, 

used only for postage to foreign lands where the full 

significance of these emblems may not be lost, and the 

need for their reminder have greater force.ò 

 

 
Picture above: Cover by J.Sanders - stamp dealer 

 

The stamps were printed on special paper supplied by the 

firm making paper for the Bank of England notes. Only 

24,000,000 of the 3d stamp were issued.  

After World War I, several ñPeaceò or ñReconstructionò 

stamp issues were printed, and on both the 25 and 30 Mark 

German Republic Stamp of 1919 also depict a trowel and 

bricks similar to the 1946 English 3d stamp. 
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Pictures above:  The 25 and 30 mark stamps of the 

German Republic 1919 
 

However, with the ending of the war and the celebrations 

of Victory in Europe, England had to recover and rebuild, 

and the tools shown on the stamps also represent the 

necessity of this rebuilding by the instruments of building 

shown and also with a brick wall showing cement and with 

King George VI being a Freemason these instruments of 

building in our Fraternity had made such a impression of 

Masonic Philatelists to believe that.      

We know that from the Book of Genesis in the Hebrew 

Bible, a white dove carrying an olive branch is a sign of 

peace. After the Great Flood, in order to find land, Noah 

released a dove three times.     

On the first trip, the dove returned with nothing, indicating 

that the waters had not yet receded.  

On the second trip, the dove came back carrying an olive 

leaf in its beak (Genesis 8:11), which informed Noah that 

God had taken mercy on humanity and caused the flood to 

recede and physically showed there was some earth now 

above water level:  

ñAnd the dove came in to him in the evening; and, lo, in 

her mouth was an olive leaf plucked off:ò so Noah knew 

that the waters were abated from off the earth.  

The third trip is when the dove does not return to Noah, 

showing the waters have abated completely and the dove 

has found a home of its own to reside. God then caused a 

rainbow to appear in the sky as a symbol of his covenant 

with mankind never to destroy the earth by water again.  

This story has led to the dove and the olive branch 

(combined with the classical tradition) to become symbols 

of peace.   The rainbow may also represent peace, whereby 

God directs His "bow" toward Himself, an ancient symbol 

of a cessation of hostilities.   The motif can also represent 

"hope for peace" or a peace offering from one man to 

another, as in the phrase "extend an olive branchò.  

From an article ñMasonry by design or accidentò by 

Christopher L Murphy he offers for his American brother 

philatelists the following points to consider. Unfortunately 

these are not all correct as you will read.  

i. This stamp shows King George VI who as a Freemason.  

He was a member of Navy Lodge No.2612, London, 

England.  

ii. The stamp was designed by King George VI himself. 

This suggestion can now be disputed as we have identified 

the designer ï my preference is with answer from the royal 

philatelic society of the 3d stamp being designed by Alan 

Reynolds Stone with probable suggestions from His 

Majesty the King during its design.  

iii. The stamp was released in 1946, the year King George 

was the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of England. ï 

again this is incorrect as the Grand Master was Henry 

George Charles Lascelles, 6th Earl of Harewood KG 

GCVO DSO TD who was Grand Master from 1942 to 

1947.  

iv. The stamp shows the square and compasses and a trowel 

which are masonic symbols. There is also a brick wall 

showing cement which also has masonic connotation.  

v. The stamp has a curious ribbon that ties the King and 

various symbols much like a cable-tow.  

vi. The ribbon can be said to form five, (5) figures. The 

numbers three and five are very significant numbers in 

Freemasosnry  

vii. The position of the Square and Compasses indicate the 

Fellowcraft Degree. This degree was the Kingôs favourite 

degree.  

viii. If the top of the stamp is considered north, King 

George VI is situated in the East.  

ix. The square depicted is an older form of the instrument 

(the arms are not equal in length). This form of the square 

is often portrayed on the jewel by the Master of a Lodge. 

Also, the form represents the Greek letter ñGò or 

ñGammaò denoting God or the Grand Geometrician of the 

Universe.  

nd finally from a source in the United Kingdom 

http://www.kg6gb.org/ - hosted by Malcolm 

Sanders there is an excellent description of the 

two stamps.  

2½d designed by H. L. Palmer : 

3d designed by Reynolds Stone. 

Printed in photogravure by Harrison & Sons. 

Perforated 15 x 14 - Issued 11 June 1946 

240 million of the 2½d and 24 million of the 3d were 

printed before issue. A reprint of 160 million 2½d and 18 

million of the 3d was made about a month later.  

Numbers sold - 2½d 307,832,500 - 3d 43,085,700  
The War against Germany ended on 9 May 1945 and 

Japan on 2 September 1945, but a formal peace declaration 

was not signed until 8 June 1946. Celebrating victory with 

symbols of peace and reconstruction  

Design: The 2½d with shades of ultra-marine, has the 

King's profile head and 

crown centred inside a 

radiating Victory 'V'. Below 

the head is an olive branch, 

(peace).  

Picture left: The Watermark 

of the 1946 Victory Stamps  

Floral emblems for the UK 

are placed in a square on the 

left, and opposite is a square 

with the value. The words 

POSTAGE and REVENUE are centred horizontally. 

Outline symbols of reconstruction are placed in the four 

corners - a tractor (agriculture), a house (building), a ship 

(trade), and a factory (industry)  

The 3d violet has the words POSTAGE and REVENUE 

printed vertically with the value along the left and right 

sides. The King's profile and crown are towards the right 

hand side. A celebratory ribbon surrounds a dove with 

olive branch, (peace), a trowel with bricks, and a set 

square with dividers, (reconstruction). These tools are 

often compared with similar Masonic symbols - King 

George was a senior Freemason.  

A 
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The design process was controversial and often confused.    

The Council of Industrial Design (COID ï formed in 

1944) was asked to submit names of artists.   The 

Postmaster General, Lord Listowel was also asked by Sir 

Stafford Cripps, the President of the Board of Trade to 

allow the COID a say in the final selection of essays.   

Although the COID was accepted, the Postmaster General 

also took advice from several other groups, the Garter 

King of Arms, the Director of the National Gallery and the 

Royal Fine Art Commission for Scotland.   It became very 

much a case of too many cooks which resulted in the 

Postmaster General going against his initial design brief 

given to the COID.    

Originally he had stated that there would be two values 

with a unified design ï in the end King George was 

requested to select two final designs from three submitted 

essays by Reynolds Stone, H.L. Palmer and Edmund 

Dulac.   The COID complained that not only had they not 

seen the essay for the 2½d stamp for which their name was 

associated but also that the design was inferior to those 

which they had actually selected, (the Dulac design being 

their second choice). 

The philatelic and general press subsequently condemned 

the 2½d stamp design as weak and confused, and praised 

the strength and simplicity of the 3d stamp. (Malcolm 

Sanders).   The unsuccessful candidate for the design of 

the 1946 Victory Stamp Edmund Dulac was born in 

Toulouse, France in 1882, he was artistic from an early age 

and many of his earlier drawings were watercolours and he 

favoured this medium for most of his life.    Winning a 

prize at the Ecole des Beaux Arts showed him his future 

direction in life.    He enrolled at the Ecole and won the 

1901 and 1903 Grand Prix annual competitions with his 

paintings.    Winning a scholarship, he went to Paris and 

the Academie Julien, staying there for three weeks.     

He moved to England in that year, 1904, becoming a 

naturalised British Subject 8 years later.   In 1935 his 

design for the King's Poetry Medal was well received and 

this led to him being commissioned to design the 1937 

Coronation stamp. 
 

 
Picture above: Edmund Dulacôs single 1½d value,  

maroon colour stamp showing  

King George V and Queen Elizabeth 

Article and Research by Allan de Luca 
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Brethren from the Chingford Masonic Hall 

attend the Remembrance Service at the 

Chingford War Memorial on  

Sunday 8
th

 November 2009 

 
  
In the year of the death of Harry" Patch (17 June 1898 ï 25 

July 2009) known as "the Last Tommy" a British super 

centenarian and briefly the oldest man in Europe and who 

was the last surviving 

soldier to have fought in 

the trenches of the First 

World War the occasion of 

the annual Remembrance 

Service was as poignant 

and moving reminder of 

the effects of war.  
Picture left:   Harry Patch 

who never spoke about the 

war until he was over 100 

years old.   

It was also a time to reflect 

not only on the Great War 

to end all wars, the second 

world war and other conflicts but it was also a stark 

reminder of those young soldiers who have lost their lives 

and of those seriously maimed and injured with horrific 

injuries, in the current war with Afghanistan, many of 

those of who have lost their lives in the fight for freedom 

were also of the same age of those brave ñTommiesò who 

fought in the first World War for which the annual national 

ceremony of Remembrance marked the of the end of the 

hostilities between Britain and her Allies and Germany of 

the First World War at 11 a.m. on the  11
th
 November in 

1918.    

 
 

It is the second year in succession that brethren from the 

Chingford Masonic Hall have attended the Remembrance 

Service and laid a wreath at the Chingford War Memorial.   

W.Bro Sid Jefford (pictured above) of High Beach Lodge 

No.7699 laid the wreath of poppies with a sprig of ñforget 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tommy_Atkins
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supercentenarian
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supercentenarian
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soldier
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I

