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EARLY FREEMASONRY IN NEW ZEALAND 
From a paper by By V.W. Bro. FRANK HOWARTH, P.G. Lee., P.M 

We f i rs t  h ear of  Mas on ry i n  New  Z eal an d  as  earl y as  1 8 3 7  w h en  f ou r Fren c h  w h al ers  c al l ed  at  Port  Lev y, 
Ak aroa, Ban k s  Pen i n s u l a. Th ere w ere Mas on s  aboard  t h es e s h i ps  an d  an  i n f ormal  g at h eri n g  t ook  pl ac e 
d u ri n g  t h ei r s t ay i n  port . Ak aroa w as  t h e s i t e of  t h e propos ed  Fren c h  s et t l emen t , bu t  t h e arri v al  of  
H.M.S . Bri t omart  on  t h e 1 0 t h  of  Au g u s t , 1 8 4 0 , an d  t h e t ak i n g  pos s es s i on  of  t h e S ou t h  I s l an d  i n  t h e 
n ame of  t h e Bri t i s h  C row n  on l y a f ew  d ays  bef ore t h e arri v al  of  t h e f i rs t  Fren c h  i mmi g ran t s  mu s t  h av e 
been  a s ev ere bl ow  t o t h ei r pl an s . A Fren c h  Lod g e u n d er t h e Gran d  Ori en t  of  Fran c e w as  es t abl i s h ed  at  
Ak aroa on  t h e 1 s t  of  Febru ary, 1 8 4 3 , bu t  t h e Lod g e j u s t  n ev er s eemed  t o f u n c t i on . 

I n  t h e n ew  t ow n s h i p of  Au c k l an d  i t  w as  s oon  ev i d en t  t h at  t h ere w as  a g reat  n eed  f or a h ou s e of  w ors h i p. 
Th e Gov ern or, C apt ai n  Hobs on  open ed  u p a s u bs c ri pt i on  l i s t , a s i t e w as  s el ec t ed  ov erl ook i n g  t h e t h en  
w at erf ron t  w h i c h  w as  c al l ed  E mi l y Pl ac e af t er t h e Gov ern or' s  w i f e, an d  pl an s  w ere d raw n  f or t h e f i rs t  
c h u rc h . Th e f i rs t  pu bl i s h ed  n ot i c e c al l i n g  Freemas on s  t og et h er i n  t h e c ol on y w as  i n  t h e " NZ . Heral d  an d  
Au c k l an d  Gaz et t e"  on  t h e 1 7 t h  J u l y. 1 8 4 ! . an d  c on t ai n ed  t h e f ol l ow i n g : - 

To t h e Freemas on s  of  Au c k l an d . 
I t  bei n g  s u g g es t ed  t h at  Freemas on s  s h ou l d  on  t h e oc c as i on  of  l ayi n g  t h e f i rs t  s t on e of  t h e c h u rc h  appear 
i n  t h ei r robes . I  beg  t o req u es t  t h e at t en d an c e of  al l  t h e brot h erh ood  at  Wood ' s  Hot el  on  Tu es d ay, J u l y 
2 0 t h  at  t en  o' c l oc k  t o mak e t h e n ec es s ary arran g emen t s . 
W. Mas on , G.S .P.W.C .S . 

On  t h e 2 8 t h  J u l y, 1 8 4 1 , t h e Freemas on s  of  Au c k l an d  w i t h  t h e d ec orat i on s  an d  i n s i g n i a of  t h ei r ord er 
at t en d ed  t h e l ayi n g  of  t h e f ou n d at i on  s t on e of  t h e f i rs t  C h u rc h , S t . Pau l ' s . I t  i s  obv i ou s  t h at  i t  w as  
t h rou g h  t h es e g at h eri n g s  t h at  t h e bret h ren  w ere en c ou rag ed  t o es t abl i s h  a Lod g e, an d  as  
c ommu n i c at i on  w i t h  t h e h omel an d  w as  s o i rreg u l ar t h ey appl i ed  t o t h e " Au s t ral i an  S oc i al  Lod g e,"  No. 
2 6 0 , I ri s h  C on s t i t u t i on  at  S yd n ey. On  t h e 5 t h  S ept ember, 1 8 4 2 , a d i s pen s at i on  w as  g ran t ed  t o t h e 
bret h ren  of  Au c k l an d , bu t  as  t h e Au s t ral i an  Lod g e w ou l d  n ot  t ru s t  t h e mai l  of  t h e d ay i t  w as  l ef t  t o a 
res pon s i bl e brot h er t o d el i v er i t  i n  pers on . Th e d i s pen s at i on  d i d  n ot  arri v e u n t i l  Febru ary 1 8 4 3 , an d  t h e 
f i rs t  meet i n g  of  t h e Lod g e w as  h el d  on  t h e 9 t h  Febru ary, 1 8 4 3 . 

At  t h e c ol on y i n  Wel l i n g t on  t h e s et t l ers  h ad  w ork ed  u n d er ex t reme d i f f i c u l t i es  t o es t abl i s h  t h ei r 
s et t l emen t s , an d  t h ei r t h ou g h t s  s oon  t u rn ed  t o t h e amen i t i es  t h ey h ad  l ef t  beh i n d  i n  t h ei r h omel an d . Th e 
Mas on i c  pi on eers  h ad  obv i ou s l y been  w ork i n g  t o t h i s  en d  f or s ome t i me f or t h e f ol l ow i n g  n ot i c e i n  t h e 
" C ol on i s t  an d  Port  Ni c h ol s on  Ad v ert i s er"  of  Au g u s t  9 t h , 1 8 4 2 , s u g g es t ed  t h at  pl an s  h ad  al read y been  
mad e f or t h e es t abl i s h men t  of  a Mas on i c  Lod g e. 

Freemas on ry 
" Th e bret h ren  of  t h e abov e ord er are req u es t ed  t o at t en d  a meet i n g  of  t h e f rat ern i t y at  t h e " S ou t h ern  
C ros s  Hot el "  t h i s  ev en i n g  Tu es d ay, Au g u s t  9 t h  at  h al f  pas t  ei g h t  o' c l oc k , t o c on s i d er t h e propri et y of  
appl yi n g  f or w arran t  t o h ol d  a l od g e i n  Port  Ni c h ol s on " .  

Real i s i n g  i t  w ou l d  be man y mon t h s  bef ore t h ey w ou l d  rec ei v e a c h art er f rom E n g l an d  t h ey appl i ed  f or a 
d i s pen s at i on  t o t h e " Lod g e of  Au s t ral i a,"  No. 5 4 8  E n g l i s h  C on s t i t u t i on  meet i n g  at  S yd n ey. Leav i n g  
n ot h i n g  t o c h an c e t h ey appoi n t ed  as  t h ei r W.M. el ec t  - a Pas t  Mas t er, W. Brot h er Georg e S mi t h  an d  
i n v i t ed  h i m t o proc eed  t o S yd n ey an d  d el i v er t h ei r appl i c at i on  i n  pers on . On  t h e 9 t h  of  S ept ember, 1 8 4 2 , 
t h e d i s pen s at i on  w as  g ran t ed , an d  el ev en  d ays  l at er, at  a meet i n g  of  t h e " Lod g e of  Au s t ral i a,"  W. 
Brot h er Georg e S mi t h  w as  I n s t al l ed  as  Mas t er of  " Th e New  Z eal an d  Pac i f i c  Lod g e."  Fi v e w eek s  l at er, on  
t h e 2 3 rd  of  Nov ember 1 8 4 2  t h e f i rs t  meet i n g  of  a reg u l arl y c on s t i t u t ed  Lod g e t ook  pl ac e w h en  W. Bro. 
S mi t h  c al l ed  t og et h er t h e members  of  " New  Z eal an d  Pac i f i c  Lod g e."  Th i s  meet i n g  i n  Wel l i n g t on  s u rel y 
mu s t  be reg ard ed  as  t h e mos t  i mport an t  Mas on i c  ev en t  i n  New  Z eal an d  h i s t ory. 
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